A garden theme that blossoms into a multi sensory plant unit that teaches all children in the classroom.

Indoor planting idea:  Start with a small plastic wading pool.  Put a few rocks in the bottom for drainage and then good potting soil. Place it on a table in the classroom where it can receive adequate sunlight.  2-inch layer of stones at the bottom, fill with garden soil to within two inches of top.  Seeds, garden gloves, watering can and colorful seeds are needed and your discovery table is complete.

 Lots of labeling craft sticks

Easy grow seeds and bulbs include marigolds, hyacinth, dahlias, and crocuses.

With the kindergarten, use a black and white composition notebook (wide ruled) to record your observations. (This did not work, ended up with drawings)
Make a daily gardening chart where you record each day’s gardening responsibilities.  This is a great lesson in cooperation and an investment in the garden.

Save part of your garden for experimentation.  Use the children’s questions as the experiments, such as “What happens if we water too much. What happens if we forget to water.”, etc.

Measure your garden growth.  Keep a chart that hash marks how many days the garden has been growing.

Put together a large array of both fiction and non-fiction garden related literature.  Enhance your reading center with related songs and literature.  Such as Miss Rumphius by Barbara Cooney or From Plant to Seed by Gail Gibbons.

Carnation Color Experiment:

Where does the water go when a plant is watered?  Discover the essential function of root and stem to plant growth. Each pair should prepare a cup of water with a couple of drops of food coloring.  Place the stalk of celery or the stem of a white carnation into the cup.  As the colored water is absorbed, the children will be able to see how the water penetrates and is absorbed into the plant.  Slowly the petals of the carnation will change color and the spine of the celery will show the path that the colored water has traveled.

Nature walk with socks.  Collect old white tube socks.  Put them on over your shoes and go for a leaf-collecting walk.  See what is stuck to your shoe when you get back talk about how seeds travel from place to place.

Seed Science:  Have the children work in pairs to examine and draw conclusions about seeds.  Give each pair a plate with sliced pieces of apple, pear, green pepper or other fruits and vegetables.  Ask then to find and count all the seeds and paste them onto a graph.  You may also want to give them a potato or pea pod to think about different ways seeds are formed.

www.scholastic.com/instructor
Plants and our environment

http://tqjunior.thinkquest.org/3715/

National Gardening’s Association Kids site

www.kidsgardening.com
GardenSeek

www.gardenseek.com/kids_gardening.htm
From Scholastic instructor May/June 2001

Sunflowers as Science Art and Gardening

Guess the height of the sunflower and then measure it.

Measure the sunflower head.

Open a sunflower seed head and see how the seeds are attached.

Draw sunflowers in the Van Gogh style.

Count sunflower seeds by tens

Read Camille and the Sun Flowers by Laurence Anholt.

Van Gogh still lifes in www.vangoghgallery.com
Lifecycles: From Seeds to Sunflowers by Gerald Legg

Sunflower Houses: Garden Discoveries for Kids of All Ages by Sharon Lovejoy

Katie & the Sunflowers by James Mayhew

From Scholastic Instructor September 2001

Planting the Seeds of Science; The School garden - a perfect laboratory for teaching science.

Mary, Mary quite contrary, how does your garden grow?

Call other schools and see if they have a school garden and how they use it in their curriculum.

Enlist the help of parents and teachers.

Youth gardening grants (available through the national gardening Association)

Soil Experiments; add a tsp of bone meal or bulb food to half the daffodils and none to the other half.  Ask the kids what the differences are.

Meteorology.  The impact of weather on plants, soil and insect life provides a great basis for garden activities.  Children can gather weather data by charting rainfall with inexpensive rain gauges.  They can then hypothesize when to plant seedlings into the garden and when to protect tender plants from rain, sun and frost.

National Gardening Association

NGA

180 Flynn Avenue

Burlington, VT 05401

www2.garden.org/EDU

Teachers share info and brainstorm problems

www2.garden.org/nga/EDU/penpals.htm

Growlab: A Complete Guide to gardening in the Classroom

Agriculture in the Classroom

Sponsored by the US Dept of Agriculture

www.reeusda.gov/serd/hep/classcon.htm
Life Lab Science Program:  A K-5 program that provides teacher training and the manual The Growing Classroom to help educators integrate the sciences into their garden.

Life Lab

1156 High Street

Santa Cruz, CA  95604

831-459-2001

Blue Potatoes, Orange Tomatoes

By Rosalind Creasy

Worms Eat My Garbage:  How to set up and maintain a Worm Composting System

By Mary Appelhof

Beyond the Bean Seed: Gardening Activities for grades K-6

By Nancy Allen Jurenka

From Scholastic Instructor March 1999

Grades K& Up write to 10 Trees for Wildlife, national Arbor Day Foundation, 100 Arbor Ave. Nebraska City, NE  68410

www.arborday.org
Free:  Earth Answers  Grade K & UP, 

Technical Association of the Pulp and paper Industry (TAPPI) call 800-332-8686

www.tappi.org
friendly forest creatures share facts and answer questions about tree, paper recycling.

Free Grades K& up; to request teacher information packet write to Save America’s Forests

4 Library Ct. SE

Washington, DC 20003 

202-544-9219

Free gardening Activities

Order Growing Ideas:  a journal of garden based learning, a newsletter packed with classroom tested project ideas for studying plants and gardens.  Grades K7 up call the national gardening association at 800-538-7476

http//www.garden.org

Exercise

http://memebrs.ad.com.acesady/aces.html
Recycling for Earth Day (April 22-24)

The Great Trash Bash

By Loreen Leedy

Elect a recycling mayor after you come up with ideas and rotate the position each week.

The Flower Alphabet Book

By Jerry Pallotta

Spell each child’s name using the different flowers (Kate)

Kangaroo paw

Amaryllis

Tulip

Edelweiss

The Victory Garden Vegetable Alphabet Book 

By Jerry Pallotta

Backyard Sunflower

BY Elizabeth King

Mouse & Mole and the Year round garden

By Doug Cushman

Meet Molly

By Valerie Tripp

Chapter 1 discusses a victory garden

The Gardener

By Sarah Stewart

Down to earth:  Garden secrets! Garden Stories! Garden project you can do by Michael J. Rosen

National Garden Association awards grants to schools that teach about gardening.  Tools, seeds and gardening material will be awarded.   Call 800-538-7476 for an application or http://www.garden.org.  Request a free sample of its newsletter Growing Ideas

Discovery gardens offer suggestions for teachers

http://www.mindspring.com/-discoverygardens/dgihome.html
Organic seed catalog

Lets Get growing

http://www.letsgetgrowing.com
Earth Day (http://www.erl.noaa.gov/EarthDay/)

Download and origami project about the sun

